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method known in the art. As illustrated, bottom wall 38 can define a circular opening 
corresponding to the cylindrical reflector of the light fixture so that light fixture 20 can 
distribute light therethrough. In some embodiments, as shown in Figures 1-3, a 
decorative flange 48 (148 in Fig. 3) can also be inserted into the opening of bottom wall 


\y 38 (138b in Fig. 3) to attach to light fixture 20 (120 in Fig. 3) and improve the aesthetics 
of the fire assembly. . 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 1 / 20T, 22 through 24, 27 through 34, 38 6nd 39. 

Please amend claims 2, 3, 5, 6, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 26, 35 through 37 and 40 to 
read as appearing below (see Appendix C for marked changes). Please also add new 
claims 42 through 67. Please note that claim 1 has been replaced with claim 42, claim 
20 has been replaced with claim 52 and claim 34 has been replaced with claim 61 . For 
the Examiner's convenience, the following are all of the currently pending claims. 


new claim) A fire assembly comprising: 


^ a recessed light fixture capable of distributing light; and 

a housing substantially enclosing said recessed light fixture 
such that said housing and said recessed light fixture form a preassembled integral unit 
adapted for installation behind a surface opening defined by a surface of an adjacent 
structure, said housing comprising at least one generally fire-resistant material, said 
housing enclosing said recessed light fixture in a manner such that said housing is 
configured to form a continuous surface with said surface^o^said adjacent structure. 
~ 2. (amended) A fire assembly as defined in c\a\mfe^\Nhere\n said adjacent 

structure comprises a floor-ceiling assembly, said floor-ceiling assembly having a fire 


rating, and wherein said housing is capable of substantially maintaining said fire rating 
C\ after said fire assembly is installed. 
\\ 3. (amended) A fire assembly as defined in claim 42?Twherein said housing 

comprises a cube-shaped box, said cube-shaped box comprising a plurality of generally 
, fire-resistant walls. . 


4. A fire assembly as defined in claim 3, wherein said c^e^fiaped box further 
comprises a bottom wall, said bottom wall definim^B^ttom wall opening such that said 
bottom wall opening substantially con^sptfnds to said surface opening when positioned 
thereabove. 


5. (amended) A fire assembly as defined in claim^Z^ wherein said at least one 
generally fire resistant material is selected from the group consisting of dry wall, plaster, 

x and combinations thereof. 

L 

6. (amended) A fire assembly as defined in claim 42, wherein said housing 
further comprises a support structure, said support structure comprising an aluminum 

housing. __ 

7. A fire assembly as defined in claim 3, wherein at least one of said^ 
fire resistant walls comprises more than one layer. 

8. A fire assembly as defined in claip^wierein at least one of said layers 
comprises aluminum. 

9. A fire assembly" as defined in claim 7, wherein at least one of said layers 
comprises djy^a^ ^ 




10. (amended) A fire assembly as defined in claim^f! further comprising a 
support structure, said support structure being connected to said housing and said 


la recessed light fixture such that said housing, said recessed light fixture, and said 


support structure form said integral unit. 



11. A fire assembly as defined in claim tft^^nerein said support structure is 


mechanically affixed to said housina^HOsaid recessed light fixture. 

12. (amended) A fire assembly as defined in claimjf^further comprising a 
junction box, said junction box being placed in electrical communication with said lamp 
of said recessed lighting fixture. 



13. A fire assembly as defined in claim 12, further comprising at 
least one conduit extending from said junction box, said at least one^hduit being 

capable of electrically coupling said recessed light fixture to atleast one other light 

/} 

fixture. ^ 

14. A fire assembly as defined in claim 13, wherein said junction box is 
contained within said housing, said at least one conduit extending from said junction box 
through a hole defined by a wall of said hpusing such that said at least one conduit is 
capable of electrically coupling said recessed light fixture to at least one other light 
fixture. y 

15. A fire assembly a? defined in claim 4, wherein said bottom wall comprises a 
portion extending beyoncl the intersection of said bottom wall and one of said plurality of 
side walls, said portion having an upper and lower surface and wherein said junction 
box is positioned on said upper surface of said portion. 

16. A fire assembly as defined in claim 4, wherein a gasket is positioned 
between said bottom wall and said structural surface, said gasket comprising a gasket 
opening corresponding to said bottom wall opening and said surface opening. 


17. A fire assembly as defined in claim 3, wherein one of said plurality of 
generally fire-resistant walls includes a door. 


18. (amended) A fire assembly as defined in claim \J&, further comprising an 
attachment structure connected to said fire assembly, said attachment structure being 

configured to attach said fire assembly to said floor-ceiling assembly. 

19. A fire assembly as defined in ctayp^rwherein said attachment structure 
comprises a bar hanger. 



(new claim) A fire assembly as defined in claim 10, wherein said support 
structure defines an interior surface facing said light fixture and an exterior surface, said 
housing only being located adjacent said exterior surface. AA 

^4. (new claim) A fire assembly as defined in clainry*3, wherein said support 



structure comprises a frame assembly. 

^ (new claim) A fire assembly as defined in claim^sf wherein said support 
structure comprises an enclosed metal housing. f 

416, (new claim) A fire assembly as defined in claim>*2, wherein said housing 
comprises a plurality of fire-resistant walls attached together, said fire-resistant walls 
comprishT^a dry wall material. ^ 

^t. (new claim) A fire assembly as defined in clainyK^ wherein said housing 
comprises a plurality of fire-resistant walls attached together, said fire-resistant walls 
comprising a drywall material. 

r (new claim) A fire assembly as defined in claini>KCwherein said drywall 
material comprises sheet rock. / 

(new claim) A fire assembly as defined in claim 47; wherein said drywall 


material comprises sheet rock 


(new claim) A fire assembly as defined in clainyKC wherein said drywall 



material comprises a material selected from the group consisting of an asbestos cement 
sheet, plasterboard, or a laminated plastic. nL 

Jsf . (new claim) A fire assembly as defined in clairryf/, wherein said drywall 
material comprises a material selected from the group consisting of an asbestos cement 
sheet, plasterboard, or a laminated plastic. 

(new claim) A fire assembly comprising: 
a recessed light fixture comprising a lamp capable of distributing light; 
a support structure surrounding said recessed light fixture, said support 
structure defining an interior surface facing said light fixture and an exterior surface; and 

a fire-resistant housing surrounding said support structure, said fire- 
resistant housing being positioned adjacent said exterior surface of said support 
structure, said recessed light fixture, said support structure and said fire-resistant 
housing comprising a preassembled integral unit adapted for installation behind a 
surface opening defined by a surface of an adjacent structure, said fire-resistant 
housing comprising a plurality of fire-resistant walls, said fire-resistant housing enclosing 
said light fixture in a manner such that said housing is configured to form a continuous 
surface with said surface of said adjacent structure. 
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J\Zi . (amended) A fire assembly as defined in claim 52, wherein said generally 

fire-resistant housing further comprises a bottom wall, said bottom wall defining a 

bottom wall opening such that said bottom wall opening substantially corresponds to 

said surface opening when positioned thereabove. 


—^r — 

25. (amended) A fire assembly as defined in clainrjS2, 1 further comprising at least 
one conduit extending from a junction box through a hole defined by one of said walls of 
said fire-resistant housing, said at least one conduit being capable of electrically 
coupling said recessed light fixture to at least one other light fixture. 

A it 

Jjfi. (amended) A fire assembly as defined in claim^J wherein one of said 


plurality of walls includes a door. 


(new claim) A fire assembly as defined in claim wherein said fire- 


resistant housing is only located adjacent said exterior surface of said support structure. 
\X 54. (new claim) A fire assembly as defined in clain>62, wherein said support 

^ structure comprises a frame assembly. 

^5. (new claim) A fire assembly as defined in clairn^, wherein said support 
structure comprises an enclosed metal housing. 

j>6. (new claim) A fire assembly as defined in claim/52, wherein said fire- 
resistan^ walls comprise a drywall material. ^ 

fn. (new claim) A fire assembly as defined in claim,^^ wherein said drywall 
material comprises sheet rock. _ . 

58. (new claim) A fire assembly as defined in claim^So, wherein said drywall 
material comprises a material selected from the group consisting of an asbestos cement 
sheet, plasterboard, and a laminated plastic. ^ 

Jf9\ (new claim) A fire assembly as defined in clairnj&8, wherein said fire- 


resistant housing comprises a plurality of side walls and a top wall attached together. 
ifO 3^ 
^0. (new claim) A fire assembly as defined in claim^6 > , wherein said side walls 


and said top wall are made from sheet rock. 
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(new claim) A fire assembly adapted to enclose a light fixture comprising: 
a support structure adapted to be attached to a light fixture, said support 


^ structure defining an interior surface and an exterior surface; and 


\ a fire resistant housing attached to said support structure, said fire 

resistant housing being positioned only adjacent the exterior surface of said support 
structure, said fire resistant housing comprising a plurality of fire-resistant walls, said 
fire-resistant housing defining an opening having a shape configured to receive a light 
fixture therein, said fire-resistant housing being configured to mate with a corresponding 
surface opening defined by a surface of an adjacent structure to form a continuous 
surface with said surface of said adjacent structure. 


6* 


(amended claim) A fire assembly as defined in clainn^ff wherein said fire- 
resistant housing is made from a material selected from the group consisting of drywall, 
plaster and combinations thereof. , . 

JJo. (amended claim) A fire assembly as defined in claim &1 wherein said 
enclosed housing is in the shape of a box. , , 

(amended claim) A fire assembly as defined in clairiTj@T , wherein said 
enclosed housing has a cylindrical shape. §^ 

J$ (amended claim) A^fire assembly as defined in claii^fTfurther comprising 
^\ an attachment structure connected to said enclosed housing, said attachment structure 

being configured to attach said enclosed housing to said floor-ceiling assembly. 

J/f. A fire assembly as defined in claim4ft»WT§re^ attachment structure 
comprises a bar hanger. 


lJ^^ ( new claim) A fire assembly as defined in clain^C wherein said plurality of 
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fire-resisp^pt walls are made from sheet rock. ^ 

(new claim) A fire assembly as defined in claimjgV, wherein said housing 
includes a plurality of side walls and a top wall attached together. 

(new claim) A method for installing a fire assembly into an adjacent 
structure comprising: 

preassembling an integral unit to form a fire assembly, said integral unit 

comprising, 

(a) a recessed light fixture comprising a lamp capable of 

distributing light; 

(b) a support structure surrounding said recessed light fixture, said 
support structure defining an interior surface facing said light fixture and an exterior 
surface; and 

(c) a fire-resistant housing surrounding said support structure, said 
fire-resistant housing being positioned adjacent said exterior surface of said support 
structure, said fire-resistant housing comprising a plurality of fire-resistant walls; and 

installing said integral unit behind a surface opening defined by a surface 
of an adjacent structure, said fire-resistant housing forming a continuous surface with 
said surface of said adjacent structure. , in 

65. (new claim) A method as defined in claim^4, wherein said fire-resistant 
housing is only located adjacent said exterior surface of said support structure. 


ng is , 

p6. (new claim) A method as defined in claim^w; wherein said fire-resistant 


walls comprise a drywall material 


it 5 J 

67. (new claim) A method as defined in claim j86, wherein said drywall material 


